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an enemy patrol, a sergeant or a corporal might lose his
head, a soldier might think himself in danger and fire off
his rifle,"16
In the French Yellow Book Viviani is represented as
telegraphing to Paul Cambon in London on July 30: "We
have held back our troops 10 kilometers from the frontier,
forbidding them to approach nearer. . . . In thus delivering
a strip of territory undefended to the sudden aggression of
the enemy, the Government of the Republic hopes to prove
. that France does not bear, any more than Russia, the re-
sponsibility for the attack," 17
As a matter of fact, however, no limit of precisely 10
kilometers was fixed at all Neither in the telegram which
Viviani really sent to Paul Cambon on July 30, nor in the
order which Messimy issued to five corps* commanders at
4:45 P.M,, is there any mention of "10-kilometers." Vivi-
ani's telegram to Paul Cambon instructed him to call Sir
Edward Grey's attention to the French and German mili-
tary preparations. "England will see from them that,
though France is resolute, it is not she who it taking aggres-
sive measures. Draw Sir Edward Grey's attention to the
decision taken by the Cabinet this morning. Although
Germany has taken up covering positions some hundreds
of meters or some kilometers from the frontier, on the
whole frontier from Luxembourg to the Vosges, and placed
her covering troops in their war positions, we have not done
so—although our plan of campaign, conceived for the
offensive, contemplates that the war positions of our cover-
ing troops shall be as near the frontier as those of the
Germans. We have thus left a strip of national territory
w D6bats parhmentairen, January 31, 1919.
*f F,Y.BM 1W- ik this document the editors have merged two tele-
grams (c/. BD., 319, 338) into one, and the data of the wcond, just
quoted, is falsified from July 31 to July 30. The curioua reason for this
falsification is given in BD,, 319, note. Poincarfi (XV, 424 f,, 435), either
^consciously or deliberately, repeats the falsifications.

